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Improving Access to screening, Brief
Intervention, and Referral to
Treatment Services for Adolescents

The Center for Health Care Strategies, along with the Association for Community Affiliated Plans, is conducting
a three-year learning collaborative of Medicaid-focused health plans and providers to advance prevention
and early intervention for adolescent substance use disorders.

The Need

In 2014, the National Survey on Drug Use and Health estimated that 1.3 million
adolescents aged 12 to 17 had substance use disorders.
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Source: National Center for Health Statistics, CDC Wonder

Sources: "Opioid Addiction 2015 & 2016 Facts & Figures," American Society of Addiction Medicine; "Overdose Death Rates," National Institute on Drug Abuse.
December 2015; "Monitoring the Future: National Survey Results on Drug Use 1975-2014," University of Michigan Institute for Social Research. February 2016.

The Goals

Medicaid health plans, in collaboration with their provider networks, have an important
role to play in prevention and intervention of substance use disorders.The seven plans
participating in the collaborative enroll more than 460,000 adolescents, aged 12 to 21.
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